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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1969. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  honoured  privilege  to  present  for  your  consideration 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1969. 

The  report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  outlined 
in  Circular  1/70  (Wales)  from  the  Welsh  Office. 

The  state  of  the  Health  of  the  Community  is  reflected  in 
the "Vital  Statistics  and  these  are  presented  in  detail  in  the  body  of  the 
repohto  The  Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  and  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases 
together  with  the  Causes  of  Death  show  no  great  variation  from  previous 
years. 


The  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  the  Urban  District  is  higher 
than  the  National  average  and  is  the  subject  of  careful  and  intensive 
scrutiny  by  the  agencies  concerned,  including  Hospital  Consultants, 

Obstetric  and  Paediatric , representatives  of  the  Local  Health  Authority 
and  General  Practitioner  Services.  Regular  meetings  are  held  at  Neath 
General  Hospital  and  all  the  factors  leading  to  the  death  of  each  infant 
are  carefully  analysed. 

In  the  body  of  the  report  I have  introduced  a table  giving 
full  details  of  each  infant  death  and  stillbirth  (omitting  the  names  only) 
and  from  this  it  may  be  seen  that  this  year  death  was  attributed  in  a 
number  of  instances  to  congenital  abnormalities,  whilst  in  others 
prematurity  featured  high  in  the  given  causes. 

By  agreement  with  the  Hospital  Authorities,  all  expectant 
mothers  from  the  Urban  District  are  urged  to  attend  hospital  for  Consultant 
Ante  Natal  care  and  to  be  confined  in  hospital.  At  the  time  of  preparation 
of  the  report , arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  ambulance  transportation 
to  be  made  available  for  all  expectant  mothers  to  and  from  the  Hospital 
ante  natal  clinics  as  well  as  for  admission  and  discharge.  Whilst  today’s 
trend  is  towards  48  hour  discharges,  mothers  from  the  Urban  District  are 
encouraged  to  stay  in  for  the  full  10  days  If  possible  and  certainly  for 
5 days  if  the  full  10  days  is  unacceptable. 

The  very  high  notification  rate  for  Infective  Jaundice  that 
was  commented  on  in  my  last  Annual  Report  was  not  maintained  in  19&9« 

The  Services  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  have  been 
included  for  your  information.  The  day  to  day  administration  of  the  County 
Council’s  Health  Services  are  under  my  care  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
and  these  are  the  subject  of  regular  reports  to  the  Divisional  Health  Sub 
Committee.  Your  Authority  is  represented  at  this  Committee  and  copies  of 
the  Minutes  are  forwarded  to  the  Council  for  information. 

Mr.  S.  Mason,  your  Public  Health  Inspector,  has  co-operated 
with  me  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report  and  he  has  provided  and  compiled 
all  the  details  pertaining  to  his  work  in  the  Environmental  Field  of  Public 
Health  for  the  year.  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
Mr.  Mason,  my  fellow  officers  on  the  Council  and  all  Members  for  the  courtesy 
and  co-operation  I have  received  during  the  period  under  review. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.H.J.  WILLIAMS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department , 
Park  House , 

Theodore  Road, 

PORT  TALBOT. 

Tel.  No.  P.T. 2137/8. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


1.  POPULATION 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Urban  District  is 
shown  below  and  for  comparison  purposes,  that  for  certain  preceding 
and  census  years  is  also  appended,, 


For 

the 

year 

1969 

the 

estimated  population  was  9,360 

II 

it 

11 

1968 

11 

11 

» " 9,480 

II 

11 

11 

1967 

11 

11 

' " 9,490 

11 

11 

11 

1966 

11 

11 

' " 9,460 

II 

11 

11 

1965 

11 

11 

1 " 9 ,510 

II 

1! 

11 

1964 

11 

11 

• " 9,470 

II 

II 

1963 

11 

ti 

' " 9,440 

II 

If 

11 

1962 

11 

11 

' " 9,440 

II 

II 

11 

1961 

11 

census 

’ " 9,930 

It 

II 

11 

1951 

11 

ti 

' " 9,236 

ft 

It 

11 

1931 

ti 

11 

* " 10,208 

II 

II 

11 

1921 

it 

11 

• " 10,772 

M 

II 

11 

1911 

11 

11 

' " 8,689 

II 

It 

11 

1901 

11 

11 

* " 6,452 

The  rateable  value  of  the  area  on  the  31st  March,  1969, 

was  as  follows 

General  Rate  Purposes  . . . . . „ . . . . . „ . o . . . . . . . £152,400 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  ................  £560 

2.  BIR1HS 


During  1969 , 172  live  births  were  credited  to  the  Urban 
District  of  which  88  were  males  and  84  were  females.  There  were  4 
stillbirths. 


The  birth  rate  was  l8.4  per  1000  population  and  this 
compares  with  19*5  for  the  previous  year.  For  the  whole  of  .England  and 
Wales  the  birth  rate  was  16.3. 

The  following  table  is  of  interest: - 

Number  of  live  births  at  home  in  the  area  ................  23 


Number  of  live  births  at  Neath  General  Hospital 136 

Number  of  live  births  in  Maesteg  General  Hospital 

and  Bridgend  General  Hospital  ...................  13 


3.  DEATHS 

Deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  area: 

Males  - 55  Females  - 50  .............................  105 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  estimated  resident  population:  Crude....  11.2 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...............................  11»9 


The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  in  recent  years: 


1969 

Crude  11.2 

Adjusted  l6.1 


1968  1967  1966 

11.0  9.3  11.10 

l6„2  16.67 


1965  1964  1963 

11.78  8.87  11.86 

17.32  13-48  18.02 


1962  1961  i960 
9.75  13.19  8.67 
13.94  18.80  12.40 


4.  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


No  mother  died  from  puerperal  causes  during  1969. 


3 . INFANT  MORTALITY 

Whilst  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  was  18,  that  for  the  Urban  District  was  4l  and  this 
was  occasioned  by  the  failure  of  7 infants  to  reach  their  first  birthday. 


Comparative  figures  for  the  past  ten  years  are  given  below: - 

1969  1968  1967  1966  1965  1964  1963  1962  1961  I960 

4l  49  23.O  41.88  44.78  37.21  51.89  31.91  38.10  20.73 

Table  4 gives  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death. 


6.  DEATHS  (all  ages) 

The  main  causes  of  death  in  the  area  during  1969  were 

(a)  Cardiovascular  conditions  o.oooooooooooo.. .0.000. oooo.  38 

( b ) Cancers  of  various  kinds  00.0000.00.00000000.0..0000.0.  16 

(c)  Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  and 

Cancer ) .oooooooooo...o.  14 

( e ) A C C i de nts  coooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo.o...  4 
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TABLE  1. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
1969. 


General. 


These  statistics  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Registrar 


Live  Births  Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  164  84  80 

Illegitimate  84  4 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1000  population  18.4 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1000  population  17*8 


Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  total  live  births  .............  5 


Stillbirths 


Total  Males 


Females 


Legitimate  4 4 

Illegitimate 


Stillbirth  rate  per  1000  total  births  - 23 


Deaths 


Total  Males  Females 

105  55  50 


Crude  death  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  - 11.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Number  of  deaths  under  1 year  of  age  ............ 7 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  4l 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  live  legitimate  births  ..........  43 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...............................  16 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 


Neonatal  Deaths  - 5 Neonatal  Death  Rate  - 29  per  thousand  live  births 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  DURING  19 69 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OR  FEVERS 


The  incidence  and  distribution  of  notified  infectious 
diseases  including  tuberculosis  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Glyn 

corrwg 

Cymmer 

Aber-r 

gwynri 

Total 

for 

1969 

Total 

for 

1968 

Total 

for 

1967 

Total 

for 

1966 

Total 

for 

1965 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

8 

2 

Measles 

4 

8 

- 

12 

25 

50 

292 

18 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

23 

— 

- 

Ophthalmia 

Ne onatorum 

- • 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis , 

Pulmonary 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Tuberculosis , 

N on-Pulmonary 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

- 

— 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis , 

Paralytic 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Dysentery 

20 

- 

- 

20 

1 

- 

2 

60 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

— 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

2 

9 

11 

5 

Infective 

Jaundice 

9 

— 

— 

9 

117 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

35 

10 

1 

46 

1 

154 

89 

L — ■ 

317 

91 

TABLE_5» 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Under  1 

year 

New  Cases  during  1969° 

PULMONARY 
Male  Female 

NON- 

Male 

PULMONARY 

Female 

Over 

1 year  a^d  under  5 years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Over 

5 years  and  under  10  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over 

10 

years 

and  under  15  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over 

15 

years 

and  under  20  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over 

20 

years 

guid  under  25  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over 

25 

years 

and  under  35  years 

^ - 

- 

- 

- 

Over 

35 

years 

and  under  45  years 

r . - 

- 

- 

- 

Over 

45 

years 

and  under  55  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over 

55 

years 

and  under  65  years 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Over 

65 

years 

and  under  75  years 

■ - 

- 

- 

Over 

75 

years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

1 

1 
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Below  I append  the  notification  state  at  the  beginning 
and  end  of  1969  for  comparison  purposes: - 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Incidence  and  Domiciliary  Care 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  1st  January  1969- 


Males 

Females 

Pulmonary  .... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19 

12 

Non-Pulmonary  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

TOTAL: 

20 

14 

Number  of  cases 

on  Register 

31st  December  19 69. 

Males 

Females 

Pulmonary  0 . . . 

0000000 

20 

12 

Non-Pulmonary  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

• 

0 

0 

1 

2 

TOTAL: 

21 

12 

Total  cases  on  1st  January,  1969  ............ 

Total  cases  on  31st  December , 1969  . o . . 0 . . „ . . . 33 

Number  removed  from  the  Register  as  follows 


Number  left  district  00.0000. ............a. 

Number  died  00.00000000000000.00000000000000 
Number  recovered  .............................  3 

Change  of  diagnosis  ......... .................  Nil 


Cases  not  formally  notified  (taken  from  Registrar’s 


returns)  . . .......  Nil 

Number  added  to  Register  as  follows: - 
Number  of  new  notifications  ..o........ ......  2 

Number  of  in-transfers  ...o......... ....... 


Restored  to  Register 


0000000 


o o © o o e o 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  DURING  1969 
as  Recorded  by  the  Registrar  General 


Sex 

Total 

Under 

4 weeks 

Age  in 

Years 

75 

& 

over 

all 

ages 

weeks 

& under 

1 year 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

M 

3 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

X . 

_ 

— 

3 

- 

— 

stomach 

F 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

M 

n 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

X 

X 

1 

1 

x 

intestine 

F 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

X 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

lung,  bronchus 

M 

F 

2 

- 

: 

: 

: 

- 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

breast 

F 

2. 

. . - 

■ - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Leukaemia 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

-■ 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Other  malignant 

M' 

3 

- ' 

1 

2 

neoplasms 

F 

1 

. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

M 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

X 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

3 

..  - . 

. - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Mental  Disorders 

M" 

1 

- 

■- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Chrc-  ic  rheumatic 

M 

1 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

X 

— 

1 

- 

heart  disease 

F 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

X 

2 

1 

- 

— 

Hypertensive 

M 

1 

1 

disease 

F 

- 

- . 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ischaemic  heart 

M 

13 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

3 

3 

disease 

F 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

5 

7 

Other  forms  of 

M 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

heart  disease 

F 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

— 

Cerebro-vascular 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

disease 

171 

£ 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

3 

3 

Other  diseases  of 

M 

2 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

circulatory  system 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

2 

Pneumonia 

M 

3 

- 

- 

T 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

Bronchitis  and 

M 

3 

— 

2 

3 

Emphysema 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Other  diseases  of 

M 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

respiratory  system 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

F 

- 

- 

— 

Other  diseases  of 

M 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

digestive  system 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

— 

m 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and 

M 

2 

.4 

- 

- 

-• 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Nephrosis 

F 

2 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Other  diseases , 

M 

- 

- 

genito-ur inary  system  F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Disease  of  musculo- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

skeletal  system 

F 

- 

- 

«- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital 

anomalies 

M 

2 

1 

1 

— 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DSATHS  DURING  1969  - Cont... 


Total 

Under 

4 weeks 

75 

Sex  all 

4 . 

8c  under  1- 

5-  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  8c 

ages 

weeks 

1 year 

over 

Birth  injury , M 

1 

1 

- 

difficult  labour 
etc. 

F 

Other  causes  of 

M 

2 

2 

perinatal  mortality  F 

1 

1 

- 

Symptoms  and  ill 

M 

- 

— ' 

_ 

— — 

— 

— - - 

- 

— 

defined  conditions 

F 

1 

. - 

- ■ 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

_ — _ _ 

accidents 

F 

1 

- 

- - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

All  other 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

2 

1 

— 

. accidents 

F 

- 

..  - 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

All  other  external 

M 

1 

- 

— 

- 1 

- 

- - - - 

— 

— 

causes 

F 

- 

- .. 

— 

_ — 

— 

— - - - 

- 

- 

Total  all  Causes 


M 55 
F.  50 


4 

1 


2 - 1 1 1 1 4 11  14  16 

2-1  1 5 3 16  21 


GLAMORGAN  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  VITAL  STATISTICS  19 69 
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LOCAL  AND  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACTIVITIES  1969. 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 


During  the  year,  a total  of  462  children  attended 
the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  Abercregan,  Cymmer,  Duffryn,  Blaengwynfi 
and  Croeserw.  Total  attendances  by  children  born  during  1969  were 
1178,  there  werre  1129  attendances  by  children  born  during  1968  and 
other  children  under  five  years  of  age  attended  clinics  on  1033  occasions 
during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  advice  and  guidance  to  mothers; 
immunisation  against  diphtheria/whooping  cough/tetanus  and  vaccination 
against  smallpox  and  polio  were  available  to  infants  at  these  clinics. 
Welfare  foods  were  also  on  sale. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics . 


IbO  expectant  mothers  availed  themselves  of  ante- 
natal care  at  the  clinics  at  Abercregan,  Cymmer,  Blaengwynfi  and  Croeserw. 
In  all  a total  of  964  attendances  were  registered  at  these  clinics.  Some 
31  mothers  re-attended  clinics  after  confinement  for  post  natal 
examination. 

Ante-Natal  Class. 


A weekly  ante-natal  relaxation  class  was  held  at 
Croeserw  Clinic  for  expectant  mothers  from  the  whole  area.  23  mothers 
took  advantage  of  this  service  and  during  the  year  made  a total  of  160 
attendances . 

Home  Nursing. 

The  Home  Nurses  in  the  area  visited  162  patients 
during  the  year  and  this  involved  them  in  a total  of  5884  visits  to  homes. 
Of  this  number  3404  visits  were  made  to  people  over  the  age  of  65  and 
66  visits  to  children  under  5 years  of  age. 

Midwifery. 


In  1969  the  midwives  in  the  Urban  District  were 
present  at  23  deliveries  at  home. 

B.C .G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 

This  protection  is  offered  to  children  at  school 
between  the  ages  of  thirteen  and  fourteen  and  last  year  86  children 
attending  Cymmer  Comprehensive  School  were  vaccinated  at  school  against 
this  disease.  A further  32  children  who  gave  positive  reactions  to  skin 
testing  were  investigated  at  Neath  Chest  Clinic.  24  children  were  asked 
to  return  in  3 months'  time  for  further  investigation. 

Chiropody. 


Clinic  sessions  have  now  been  extended  to  Cymmer , 
Blaengwynfi  and  Glyncorrwg,  depending  on  demand  for  elderly  or  handicapped 
persons,  and  other  special  categories  from  the  whole  of  the  Urban  area. 
Home  Visits  are  made  where  the  patient  is  unfit  to  attend  clinic.  Last 
year  139  persons  were  seen  at  clinic  on  609  occasions  and  47  cases  on 
286  occasions  were  seen  at  home. 
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Home  Help  Service* 

This  Service  continued  during  the  year  and  in  order 
to  meet  the  demand,  it  was  found  necessary  to  employ  19  part-time  home 
helps  on  a regular  basis ^ 

School  Health  Service. 

Regular  medical  inspections  at  all  schools  in  the 
area  were  maintained  and  as  a result  a. total  of  364  children  had  routine 
medical  examinations.  In  addition  236  children  who  had  been  referred 
from  previous  routine  examinations  were  re-examined.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  refer  4-7  children  for  treatment  whilst  124  children  were 
found  to  have  defects  which  require  observation. 

Children  found  to  have  defects  of  vision  are  seen  at 
Cymmer  Clinic  whilst  those’  with  orthopaedic  or  speech  defects  are 
appointed  to  school  clinics  in  Croeserw  and  Port  Talbot,  or,  by 
arrangement  with  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Mid-Glamorgan  Health 
Division,  in  Bridgend  and  Maesteg.  Any  child  requiring  full-time 
education  as  a partially  hearing  pupil  is  conveyed  to  Cwmaf an. Junior 
School  daily. 


Pupils  attending  the  schools  in  the  area  were,  dentally 
inspected  by  the"  Area  Dental  Officer  and  treatment  was  offered  at 
Croeserw  Clinic.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  new  dental  equipment  was 
installed  at  Croeserw  clinic  and  all  treatment  was  offered  under  ideal 
and  modern  conditions.  During  1969*  71 8 attendances  were  made  at  these 
clinics  by  schoolchildren  for  treatment  whilst  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  pre-school  age  children  attended  for  dental  treatment  on  49 
and  39  occasions  respectively. 
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Mr.  S.  Mason,  your  Public  Health  Inspector,  has  kindly 
compiled  the  information  incorporated  on  the  following  pages  of  this 
Annual  Report, 

1.  RECORD  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Housing 613 

Council  Houses 96 

Drainage . 4l 

Rodent  Control. 14 

Sampling 30 

Factories 18 

Shops . 48 

Infectious  Disease. 7 

Miscellaneous 193 


1080 

2.  NUISANCES 

39  alleged  nuisance  complaints  were  made  and 
investigated  during  the  year. 

22  were  abated  after  informal  action. 

2 were  abated  after  formal  action  under  Section  39 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

After  three  evening  visits  in  investigating  an 
alleged  noise  nuisance,  no  formal  action  was  taken  under  the  Noise 
Abatement  Act,  i960. 

3.  ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS. 


Many  "Time  and  Place"  notices  were  served  during  the 
year  when  the  conditions  of  32  private  dwellings  were  considered  by 
the  Council. 

69  dwellings^  were  demolished 

(1)  8 of  these  were  in  an  area  subject  to  a Compulsory  Purchase 
Order.  These  were  3 to  8 and  19  and  20,  Gwynfi  Street, 
Blaengwynfio 

(2)  ^9  of  these  demolished  dwellings  were  subject  of  individual 
demolition  orders.  These  we re  numbers  20  and  21  Norton  Terrace, 
2 and  3 Church  Street  and  6 to  11  Heol-y-Coed,  Glyncorrwg, 

4l  to  37  Alban  Terrace,  and  26  to  4?  Prossers  Terrace, 
Abercregan. 

(3)  12  of  these  demolished  dwellings  were  Council  houses  and  were 
numbers  9 to  16  Heol  Bryn  Gwyn,  Glyncorrwg  and  13  to  16 
Heol-y-Felin,  Aber gwynfi. 
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29  dwellings  had  closing  orders  made  on  them 

These  were  36,  Cymmer  Road  and  16,  Gadlys  Terrace, 
Glyncorrwg,  5,  Avon  Street,  Cymmer,  6,10,11,16,20,23,32,35, 
37,39  and  40,  Alban  Terrace.  10,11,13,14,16,17,19,21,22,24,26, 
28,  and  36,  Hopkins  Terrace  and  51,  and  53,  Prossers  Terrace, 
Abercregan. 

54,  Commercial  Street,  Abergwynfi  which  was  subject 
to  a closing  order  was  acquired  by  the  Council  during  the  year, 
repaired,  improved  and  let. 

A closing  order  existing  on  7,  Sunnyside  Terrace, 
Cymmer,  was  "determined”  by  the  Council  after  the  dwelling 
had  been  rendered- fit  for  human  habitation. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Wales  on  the  23rd 
October,  1969,  confirmed  the  Glyncorrwg  Urban  (Norton  Terrace, 
Glyncorrwg)  Number  1 Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1969*  This  order 
includes  numbers  8,9,12,13,15,16,17,18,22,23,25,2 6,27  and  32, 
Norton  Terrace,  Glyncorrwg. 

No  new  Council  houses  were  constructed 
during  the  year  and  those  families  living  in  unfit  dwellings 
could  only  be  rehoused  through  the  normal  Council  house  vacanaies. 

72  persons  were  rehoused  for  unfit 
dwellings  into  Council  houses  during  the  year. 

3 Standard  grants  and  5 Discretionery  grants 
were  approved  by  the  Council  for  the  improvement  of  private 
dwellings  during  the  year.  The  local  authority  contribution 
amounted  to  £1 ,529- 


Difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  exact 
information  relating  to  the  ownership  of  various  dwellings  throughout 
the  Urban  District.  In  one  instance  during  the  year  it  was  necessary 
to  locate  the  owner  of  a particular  dwelling,  that  the  Council  were 
contemplating  acquiring.  Although  many  "Requisition  for  information" 
forms  had  been  sent  to  various  persons  and  an  advertisement  made  in 
the  press,  it  became  necessary  to  make  six  visits  throughout  the 
Urban  area,  visits  to  Pontrhydyfen,  Tonmawr,  Neath  and  three  visits 
to  Cardiff  before  the  owner  was  finally  located. 

INSPECTIONS  UNDER  THE  SIXTH  SCHEDULE  OF  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1957* 

18  Council  houses  were  inspected  and  measured 
for  assessing  the  "Permitted  Number"  and  this  information  was  passed 
to  the  Treasurer  and  Housing  Manager  for  submission  to  the  Rents  and 
Management  Committee  of  the  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council  when 
considering  applications  to  sub-let  from  Council  house  tenants. 
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4.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES, 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  food  premises 
throughout  the  area  and  advice  on  such  matters  as  hygiene  and 
stock  rotation  given  to  retailers  when  it  was  deemed  necessary. 

FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  URBAN  AREA. 


Grocery  and  Provision  Stores 20 

Small  Street  and  General  Shops. 14 

Fish  and  Chip  Friers ^ 

Greengrocers 5 

Cafes. 5 

Butchers 6 

Ice  cream  manufacturers. 2 

Colliery  Canteens 1 

Factory  Canteens 1 

School  Canteens 7 


FOODSTUFFS  VOLUNTARILY  SURRENDERED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 


5 tins  (total  weight  50  lbs.)  of  Pork  Shoulder 
ham  were  examined  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  blown  with  contents 
decomposed  and  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  unsound  food  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  suitably  disposed  of. 

REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  (UNDER  SECTION  1 6 FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955) 

One  premises  was  registered  for  the  sale  and 
storage  of  ice  cream  during  the  year. 

5.  LICENSED  CLUBS  AND  PUBLIC  HOUSES. 

Routine  visits  were  made  to  Licensed  premises 
throughout  the  area  of  which  there  are  sixteen. 

6 • OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1965. 

Inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  of 
premises  registered  under  the  above  Act.  In  general  premises  were 
found  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  and  facilities 
were  provided  by  owners  and  occupiers  without  legal  action  being 
taken. 

There  was  one  accident  reported  and  investigated 


during  the  year. 
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No.  of  premises 
newly 
registered 
during  the  year 

Total  No. of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
one  or  more  general 
inspecs. during  the  yr, 

Offices 

13 

13 

Retail  Shops 

. 

27 

27 

Wholesale  shops , warehouses 

— 

— 1 

Catering  establishments  open 

! 

to  the  public,  canteens 

10 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots 

.... 

L— 

: 

- 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  153 

7.  REFUSE  DISPOSAL  . 

Refuse  collection  takes  place  on  three  days  of  each 
week  throughout  the  Urban  area.  The  Council’s  uncontrolled  tip  at 
Glyncorrwg  was  discontinued,  and  covered  with  colliery  waste.  A new 
tipping  site  was  started  at  Glenavon,  Cymmer  and  business  premises 
were  circulated  to  encourage  them  to  make  full  use  of  this  tip.  The 
Glenavon  tip  is  uncontrolled  but  is  situated  in  an  isolated  position 
and  is  completely  fenced  in. 

8.  RODENT  CONTROL. 


Full  use  was  made  of  this  service  by  the  public  and 
all  complaints  regarding  infestations  were  investigated.  While  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  control  the  breeding  of  rodents  in  the  area, 
the  Rodent  Operative  is  hampered  by  the  fact  that  the  indiscriminate 
tipping  of  refuse  by  householders  and  shopkeepers  still  continues, 
this  indiscriminate  tipping  provides  an  adequate  supply  of  food  and 
encourages  the  propagation  of  rodents.  Numerous  circulars  were 
distributed  throughout  the  year  to  occupants  of  private  dwelling 
houses,  council  houses  and  shopkeepers  exhorting  them  to  assist  in 
the  prevention  of  aphazard  deposit  of  litter  and  refuse.  The  Council 
undertook  the  cleaning  up  of  many  unauthorised  refuse  tips  in  the 
Urban  area. 

A labourer  was  engaged  to  assist  the  Rodent  Operative 
in  the  treatment  of  all  sewer  manholes  throughout  the  Urban  Area. 

RECORD  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  INFESTATIONS. 


1 . Total 

No.  of  properties  (in  nearby  premises  visited 

after  notification) 

64 

2.  Number 

infested  by:- 

(i) 

Rats 

48 

(ii) 

Mice 

2 

(iii) 

Beetles 

14 
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3.  Total  Number  of  properties  visited  for  reasons 


other  than  notification  64 

4.  Number  infested  by:- 

(i)  Rats  42 

(ii)  Mice  9 

(iii)  Beetles  35 


9 . PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACT,  1928. 

10  licences  were  issued  to  petroleum  stations  and 
premises  storing  petroleum  in  the  area,  subject  to  conforming  with  the 
Chief  Fire  Officers  Report. 

10.  CINEMATOGRAPH  ACTS  1909  and  1952. 


Licences  we re  issued  to  the  Blaengwynfi  and 
Glyncorrwg  Workmen's  Halls  and  Institutes.  The  Blaengwynfi  Workmen's 
Hall  and  Institute  discontinued  the  showing  of  films  during  the  year. 

11.  SLAUGHTERMAN'S  LICENCES. 


Slaughterman's  Licences  were  issued  to  two 
individuals  for  the  purpose  of  slaughtering  in  the  Urban  Area.  The 
two  slaughtermen  being  past  holders  of  the  Slaughterman's  Licence. 

12.  EXPLOSIVES  ACT  1875  and  1923. 

15  Fireworks  licences  were  issued  during  the  year, 
with  these  licences  the  Home  Office  Circular  ’’Fireworks  and  the 
Shopkeeper”  1 63/1966  was  issued  to  each  licence  holder.  The  addresses 
of  licence  holders  were  submitted  to  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  of  the 
County  of  Glamoi-gan, 

13.  RENT  ACT,  ^957. 


There  were  no  applications  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  during  the  year, 

14.  CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  I960. 

A caravan  found  to  be  used  for  habitation  on  an 
unlicenced  site  without  planning  permission,  in  the  Urban  Area,  after 
formal  action  ceased  to  be  occupied. 
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15.  WATER  SAMPLES. 


The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  water 
samples  taken  throughout  the  Urban  District  during  the  year  by  the 
West  Glamorgan  Water  Board  and  the  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council. 


Number 

taken 

Satis- 

factory 

.Unsatis- 

factory 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

WEST  GLAMORGAN  WATER  BOARD 

BEFORE  CHLORINATION 

8 

6 

7 % 

AFTER  CHLORINATION 

92 

4 

4.3$ 

GLYNCORRWG  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

AFTER  CHLORINATION 

40 

4 

10$ 

GLYNCORRWG  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

CHEMICAL  4 

RADIOACTIVITY  2 (These  sample  results  were  between  1 pico-curie 

per  litre  and  less  than  2 pico-curies  per  litre) 


When  the  West  Glamorgan  Water  Board  took  over  the 
responsibility  for  the  treatment  and  maintenance  of  water  supplies  in  the 
Urban  Area  from  September,  1966,  the  percentage  of  unsatisfactory 
bacteriological  samples  increased,  but  the  following  table  shows  the 
improvement  in  bacteriological  sample  results  from  that  date. 


Samples  taken 

by 

$ Unsatisfactory  samples 
10.1 . 66  to  26.9*66 

G.U.D.C.  was  responsible 
for  maintenance  and 
treatment 

1967 

$ unsatis- 
factory 
samples 

1968 

$ unsatis- 

1 

1969 

$ unsatis- 

1 

GLYNCORRWG  URBAN 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

10$ 

40.4$ 

19.5$ 

1 

10$ 

WEST  GLAMORGAN 

WATER  BOARD 

- 



30.7% 

28 .% 

I 

4.3$ 

* 
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There  were  many  complaints  of  muddy  and  badly 
discoloured  water  being  discharged  from  various  domestic  taps 
throughout  the  Urban  Area.  On  receipt  of  these  complaints  they 
were  forwarded  to  the  West  Glamorgan  Water  Board. 

There  was  a failure  in  the  water  supply  in 
Blaengw'ynfi  on  Sunday,  l4th  December,  19&9,  which  was  the  result 
cf  heavy  rain  causing  part  of  a coal  tip  above  the  Blaengwynfi 
source  being  washed  into  the  intake  and  thereby  disrupting  the 
supply  and  causing  a degree  of  pollution. 

16.  DISINFESTATIONS  AND  DISINFECTIONS. 

1 Council  house  was  disinfected  by  means  of  formaldehyde. 

A derelict  dwellings  were  sprayed  with  liquid  disinfectant. 

1 private  dwelling  was  treated  for  the  eradication  of  bed 

bugs  (cimex  lectularius) 

7 Council  houses  were  treated  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs. 

1 Council  house  was  treated  for  the  eradication  of  fleas 

(Pulex  irritans) 

A9  dwellings  were  treated  for  the  eradication  of  ants  and  cockroaches 
INFESTATIONS  AT  BOOK  BINDING  FACTORY  AT  CROESERW. 


An  infestation  of  wasps  occurred  during  the  year  in 
the  warehouse  of  the  Hazell,  Watson  & Viney  Ltd.,  Croeserw.  The 
infestation  was  such  that  work  had  to  stop  in  the  warehouse.  Following 
an  appeal  from  the  factory  the  warehouse  was  sprayed  with  liquid 
insecticide  and  insecticide  smoke  fumers  were  ignited  and  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  warehouse  overnight.  This  treatment  proved  to  be 
effective. 

Also  during  the  year  some  wooden  pallets,  imported 
from  the  United  States,  of  America  were  found  to  be  infested  with  large 
ants,  approximately  one  centimetre  long. 

These  ants,  of  which  were  are  over  2,000  species, 
were  identified  by  Mr.  A.F.  Amsden,  Assistant  Keeper  of  Zoology, 
National  Museum  of  Wales  in  his  report  as  "probably  of  the  genus 
CAMPONOTUS , not  British  but  occurring  in  many  other  parts  of  the  world, 
often  in  softwood.  They  do  not  have  a sting,  but  the  mandibles  are 
quite  powerful  and  can  draw  blood.  Many  of  these  then  spray  a fluid 
over  the  wound  which  makes  it  even  more  painful". 

The  infested  pallets  were  sprayed  with  liquid 
insecticide  and  the  creatures  were  eradicated. 


- 22  - 


1 7 . INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Two  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were 
investigated  and  faecal  swabs  from  the  suspected  cases  were 
submitted  to- the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff  for  examination. 
The  Public  Health  Laboratory  reported  that  no  dysentery  or  enteric 
organisms  were  present. 

An  investigation  was  also  made  of  four  children 
reported  having  ulceration  of  the  mouth  as  a result  of  drinking 
surface  water  from  a street  gutter,  but  at  the  time  of  the 
investigation  the  symptoms  had  subsided  and  there  were  no  reports 
of  diarrhoea. 

18.  PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES 

ACT,  1961.  ‘ 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  - 

including  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 


i 

\ 

( r . 

Number 

on 

Register 

— , — ■ 

■ 

Inspec- 

tions 

Number  of 
written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prose- 

cuted 

| (i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 ,2 ,3  ?4 
and  6 are  to  be 
entered  by  Local 
Authorities 

6 

6 

. 

• * 

" 

' 

| (ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i) 

I in  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

6 . 

- 

: 

6 

. 

“ 

■ 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers 1 premises ) 

■ I 

. . 1 " 

L ygj 

2 

■ . ■ 

j 

. 

2 

• 

- 

TOTAL 

i — J 

1 

14  ! 

14 

— * 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found,. 


^ I 

I 

I 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects 
were  found 

To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

By  HcH, 
Inspec- 
tor 

No.  of 

cases  in  1 

! 

which 

prosec- 

utions 

were 

instit- 

uted 

Found 

Remedied 

1 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

” 

__ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

- 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

- 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

- 

' 

" 

_ 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

“ 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

- 

- 

(a)  Insufficient 

\ 

- 

! 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

i 

i 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (including 
offences  not  relating 
to  outwork) 

- 

- 

1 

I 

" 

i 

i 

L,,  

- 

Total 

i__ 

| 

r 

L_: 

- - 
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19 o SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 , 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 
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SAMPLES  TAKEN  IN  THE  GLYNCORRWG  URBAN  DISTRICT  BY  THE  COUNTY 
SAMPLING  OFFICERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  19 69. 


Arrowroot 

Aspirins 

Coffee  & Chicory 
Fish  (canned) 
Fish  Paste 
Fruit  (Dried) 
Meat  Paste 


1 Meat  Products 
1 Milk 

1 Sauces 

1 Soft  Drinks 
1 Suet 

1 Vinegar 

1 Vitamin  Tablets  etc. 
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